[Pathogenesis and drug therapy of acute laminitis in horses: a literature review].
Impairment of the microcirculation in the distal part of the foot is an important factor in the aetiology of equine laminitis. To prevent the development of chronic laminitis and the resulting complications, two new therapeutical principles were tested in the treatment of acute laminitis. Thrombosis which frequently occurs in the corium of the foot, could be controlled by administration of anticoagulants such as heparin. Alpha-receptor blocking agents such as phenoxybenzamine were used, to improve the peripheral blood flow. The use of these drugs and that of anti-inflammatory agents during the onset of acute laminitis is discussed in this review paper.